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ABSTRACT

This report identifies some of the relative
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ctudy of ctudertc who learned In
would be ruised abtout *the various language groups. 4. ‘he meeling

o as N -~ ix : -
of *he pecizl Commities re Zducailing tew Canadiuns, June 20, 199,

trustees wers assured that such guestions would bas axuriied In -« forin-
coming report,

Comparing language groups on such fuctors as =zbiliy or
achisvement requires certain gualifications. It would be meaninglosc

4

to compure 211 Italian with 21l rolish studenis without conirolling

3
M
hda

such basics as age and grade, However, such basic factors zs grads

age are not sufficient i{o describe the variations in performance cf

students in Toronto whose mother tongue is not Znglish.
. . 1

It vas noted in a previous report that 38.5 per cent of
students in gradss five, seven and nine did not learn i'nglish as a
first language: some were born in Canada, others arrived while they
vere infants, others arrived after having started school in another

2 ., . . -

land. Because of such background factors™ it is necessary to subdivide

the students within each specific language group. For example, in

1 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian origin: 4

descristive report of students in Toronto schools. Toronto: Tre Board
£ Education for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 1907 (#u7).

N

Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. §. J5tudents of non-Canadizn origin: The

relation of lanecuage 2nd rural-urban backeround to academic zchievement

and abilitv. Toronto: The Board of Xducation for the Ciiy of Toronto,

Research Department, 1969 (#76).
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i ~ocking a% German speaking

students who were born in Canada and

students, it is necessary +c dis<inguich resween

learned German as a

and students born outside Canade and learned German as a first lanzua:e. )
rurthermore, since students "not corn Ia Cunn BT crrio i
various u£0s, thic fuctor should be controlled also. anotreororp ri
p invecstigiting the rel-tiozn of 2ge su arrival o wchlererant Tun: 14 0 0
‘ to serarate the non-Cunadiun born ctudentc iato wariyv wrriviae on b lui wrpiviose

'

groups.

Earlvy arrivers were

defired as those who arrive i -inder the age of

o ol

seven years, and late arrivers were those ceven yeurs und older cn -.rriv:l.
These restrictions, which allow mcre meuningful rtatements - e
. . vas s . , /
made, result in the following subdivisions for euncu lunguage group.”
"E" -~ Students born in Cunuda who lewurned
English as 2 sacond language. Thesc
students can te thought of as "second
generation” immigrants.
"Deg" -- Jtudents born outside Canada whe learned
EZnglish as a second language, and who
arrived in Canida at 6 years of age or
younger. ’
"Dy" -- Students vorn outside Canadz who learned
English as a2 second language, znd who
. arrived in Canada 2t 7 years of a2ge or
7 older.
. 3 Ramsey, C. A., & UWright, E. N. 3tudents of non-Canadian origin: Relation
: b b Bitly

of age on arrival to academic achievement and arilitv.

Toronto: The

) Board of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Depzrtment, 1270

(in preparation).

parallel reports.

[€)

a RIC
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The designation of "B" and "D" is consistent with designations used in
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Becuuss immigrants leuve the
reagor.rc, students in the various subzroups canno® and mus: n0° be

s ; v o o4 : R T .
corcidered representative of their country, ané indesd thiz »rrerd ir

rolicies change w.d yasterduy's immigranis zre n-i recescurily poing --

be lize tomorrow's immigrants,




PROCHEDTEET

This rerort will atiemp* 10 identifly some of tThe rol-siv
wdvuntuges 2nd disadvantages enjoyed ty differing language groups (and
by the types of siudents within ther). 12 cleurly defined (uceris
axist within any languw.ge group, then some conclusions muy i« ira”
to assist in planuing the studenis' curricul:i. /
Table 1 shows the number of bilingual studeris, by crode, ue
described in the zhove categorizations. Within each coll {i,». grous
by grude) as many as 26 languages may be represented. The Student bucx-
ground Questionnaire5 from which the language information wias obtained,
contained z check list of 26 languages but some languuges were checked
by few, or even none of the students. Frequencises for each language
group are reported in the Appendiz. Where there seemed to b "adequate”
representation at one or more grade levels, a language grour was selected
for inclusion in the analyses., Table 2 indicates which language groups
were selected. Although only eight language groups were selected, an
examination of Tables 3 to 5 in the Appendix shows that at some grude
levels a language group may be represented by only 2 few students. This

limitation is most apparent for the Greeks, btorn in Canada, where there

. are 30 in grade five but only 5 in grade seven and 6 in grade nrine.

5 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E, N, Students of non-Canadian origin: A
descriptive report of students in Toronto schools. Toronto: The Bourd
of Fducation for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 19¢S [#(0),

Q
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TABLE 1

JITIEER OF STUDENTS I THE BILINGUAL GROUDS: oY

Grade

Grouy & o ) Tt

8- second generation 401 263 o0 i,
; 141 >3e} i

De - early arrival 72 160 - -
Dy - late arrival 215 136 25 <,
Totals 758 559 75 St

TABLE 2

LANGUAGE GROUPS 3ELECTED ON THE CRITERION OF ADEQUATE REPRESEITATION

Bilingual Student Cateogory

B De D_L
(Second Generation)  (Early Arrival) (Late Arrival)
Chinese oo __ Chinese
French e
German German == o
Greek Greek Greck
LANGUAGES

Italian Italisn Italian
Polish = @ oo
————————— Portuguese Fortugucse

Ukrainian =~ oomemmememo L
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ok , ‘ -
.
-t -
. ,
s Galle D oindictes, 1Y wus e poccitde teoren e oons
. 2 T eovipryys 3 e PP ped ~ Tre TWATS 7 N . .
m:for lunguage groups in each citegary. Lhe bDilingun., oo "o

ya v

“ion cuiegory - H) contuins seven dirfercrt louaguses groure bl o7
wro contuined In ~uch of grours D? ard Dl. Thig varitcticn reflees o
{u) u relutively steadr und hewvy Slow of immigrante -7 wrlne ore. oo

i ’ Italian; nnd (b) - shifting pattern of imnigr=tion for sovw of i fhor
language groups. These figures do not represent iotal immigraticrn *o

Toronto as they dc noi, for one thing, irclude seruzrwic school du'.
addition, students born in Cunada, learning :nglish 25 = cecond lungizge,
might include a feu third generation immigrants.

The basic anzlysis of the data consisted of the czleulwtion o
mean scores for students in each selected language grour, by grade,
scores were available on ien mezsures which have T -on

6

described elsewhera~., They were:

Studer.

o

Picture Vocabulary /P.V.)
Computational Skill {C.C.)
Progressive Matrices (P.M.)
Teacher Ratings (T.R.)
and a six part test of basic
. “nglish Skills (1 to V1).
To examine meaningfully the resulting 450 means that were calculwied,
all means were converted to a common base {(unit normal deviates) wud

. expressed graphically. To place these anazlyses in context, performance

is reported with reference to the average performance of all the students

4

at each grade level,

»

¢ Ramsey, C. A,, & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canwdian origin: &
descriptive report of students in Toronto schools. Toronto: The Boare
of Fducation for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 19(9 (#60).
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Tne first oight figures cacy "he wvorapre

language grours by gride and student cutagory on I¢

v ~

i.e. F.V., CoZ., PuX, and TR, (the secornd grour o

data on the subtests of Fnglish skills).

seorsage 0 T o 1

IOTE TO RE&DER: In those Zigures the points representing

average performance on each test
connected like a2 gravh, for each
B — o— o
De @ccece@ossccc®

Dl S mmcCmmmw®

have been

Eroun, €.5.,

This procedure implies 2 scale on the

horizontal axis, i.e. 2 continuum on some

variable. Obviously, the four different

tests (*.V., C.3., P.M., T.R.) shown in

could be shown in any order.

5 \
rhles anc

Figures 1 to ? are discrete varia

The points for each test were joined to

facilitate making visual comparisons of

the similarities or variations among groups

and among gcr:des. Thus, a set of four points

in any grade joined by a line (solid cr dotted)

represents a2 pattern of performance for 2

specific group of students.

No statistical tests have been applied to the data. Because

of the small numbers in some groups very large differences would be

required ito achieve statistical significance; whenever « poini is wifnin

% .4 from the grade mean it is unlikely that one
chance variation; in some instances a difference

two points is required to achieve significance.

is

of

On

seeing more ihan
st least .8 betuweer

the other hund, wheown
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: obsrrvitions m2y ¢ oarlarcnt o che reowsr, inoor sowant alee - v
the zuthors! observa-ioncs.
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"Cecond Generzticr” J-udents  Growu:
Thres of -he Iunguige Srowre Lrooer, urndllel oo Ler e
reyresanted only by "second generation” roalente, Growp boooor RS oponco
it is worthwhils ‘o loo« #® “her in relst 'cn ‘o Grogp oo Tor oo Pl e

age groups, rigures 1 10 ¢ Figure 7, Yartusese, Ioororor fewe o Grovinodo.

It will be observed *kar most < thrse ghudentg, cn nmog? mensures, DorTor .

. . . s R

above the grade average. In grades 1lve ard gover ther e 1700le nriuel. 0 ;
Fa 4 LV ¥ [ 18y - “ P N H 1% - - P ~

among the scorcs on ihe different roots, ~1though ¢xcertiors o fric generhLl - .

tion for grades five ard seven are observable for the “hines ard for “he
five Grenks in grade soven. I grade nire, however, = distizc! chunes is
noticeable, with the scores on the Pictur~ Yocabulary Tect  ©.7.
markedly superior. The lack of wvariasbilivy in grades five nod sovern wioos '
. reflect acculiursticn, i.e. ~hey are similar ‘o all Unradi-ol torn ofobonto. .
o explanation is cuggested for the consirrent outs'anding grude nine
performance on the Pic ure Vocabulary Test.
Chinese (Figure 1)
The siudents who learned Chinese us = moiner tonfur sho. <
distinetive puattern not found among the o'her students wro syone  ror- o
languages. The focus, it is reported, is on patierng of scores. Y

students, born in Canada (i.e. Group BY, and i1hr recent imnisra
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ana those who immigrated at an e4rly age show similur pattosrre o0 1 r-
formance in grades cevor and nire, Ir graw Dlve fhe couderte o
cutside Carads tend *o huve lover Jicturs “oeabulary ‘cores.  The it
generally is one tnat shows above uverage s:ores with no specific areca
of strength or weskness cxceri Tor *the outsianding gride vine performa coe
on the Picture Vecabulur:s T si.

ALl thre~ catsgories of Greek students are reirecented, iiunie.
this was dons 41 the expenco of inclui’re som» grours whers thore wor

few students., his may account for the fact that the only clexr pu-

s

is $&én in grade five. Here Computuiional Cxills «re con
strongest aret and Piclure Vocabulary the weakest ure«,
Italian (Figure 5)

The Italian studente are “he most adequaiels rorres.nicd in

terms of rnumbers. All three groups show = sinmilar rui: . in crode i
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Thare wers rot enoughl "second gener*int™ Uortrgve s g

. to include ir this figure., The patisrrs in gruces five -rd nine @4
indeed the mixed pa*tern in grade seven are very similur - ‘v 50 is
patterns., The galns in Victure Vocabulary nre grezt s are ~he ~inr
in Teacher's Ratings. Computstional Ckills doeg 1% oceury us jrodoml: -t
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4nd *he gtudent cutegories within them on ihe remuirning cir »o-om

T

i.e. the subtesis of nglish lLrnguagme Skills). The differrre.c -mor s

have not been established. For this reason the eight lunguug grouis
’ are discussed collectively and generually, and not sepurustely us wer
the first four test measures.

rille

The six parts comprising the test of opasic Englich ski

W
e}
o]

I Sound Discrimination
I Sound Recognition
IIT Intonation -- Meaning
IV Vocabulary
V  Vocabulary -- Funclors
VI Idiomatic Usage
Generally the performance of the second generztion (3) group
across the various languages tended to be at or slightly above the grade
averages, with only a few exceptions.
Because the test was intended to tap basic skills it wus
expected that those students who had recently begun learning "nglish
would have some difficulty, while the rest would get perfect or nex

perfect scores. This was confirmed.

In the language groups where B was represented as well ac b

or Dl’ (Figures 9, 11, 12, 13) it was noted that the B groups *endrd
to outperform slightly the other groups. However, the performance of
the eavrly arrivals (De) also tended to be close to the level of grede

averages, Thus,in Figures 11, 12 and 13, the D_ groups performed

Q
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aln

- —_-

cirmiinrly to -he b groups and in some lnstunces gligh=ly to-= r.
Figure 15 ‘Teriuguese) where a B group is r~f rerreseri.d, oo . oo
+1so perform close to grade averages.

Not surprisingly, the students who were over six [eurs ol:
when they arrived in Canada, Dl’ perform below sverago on this ~~s*. ‘e
more important, the test suggests that the pattern of diffficul*i. ¢ -uxr-riewc
by the Chinesa (Figure 9) were unique. Using prepositions unt dlscriminai-
ing sounds were very difficult, while getting meaning from inton.®liom wuo
consistently the easiest of all skilis tested. For Greeks (Figure 12),
Italians (Figure 13) and Portuguese (Figure 15) the grade nine stulents

as well as the grade seven Italian students showed a pattern of ircretcing

difficulty moving from subtest I to subtest VI with the pencil and pzaper
portions of the test being more difficult than the oral sections.
At grade five it appeared that the test of idioms and, as with

. the Chinese, the intonation test were the easiest. There appear~d to

' be somewhat less variability in averages at grade five than at grade nine,
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it conearning parents! educut f e wiege coll-et i oA

R L . , , )
MuLyees such g have beern rerortsd hera [£ Pne cgmras oone o0

lovel of variouc immigrant groupe differe 1% should 1+ vcc. .,
Howsver, becnuse = large rrorariicr of 4hr roudi:c T

"bon't fnow," tc this item on the tackground cuestionn.ire, there ier

areorntal v

*oo few responses on vwhich o base any estimuie of +he

bex

educational background.

A previous report describing ron-Canadian borr snd Cureiiw.

11
o

borr sludeuts hus noted the great lack of studenis' information rogaraing
their parents! education.7 In the city-wide sample of grades five, ceven
and nine, the proportion of Canadian born students who resporded "on'd
Know" for mothers'and fathers' educational attaimment s 47.0 ier cernt
and 52.4 per cent respectively. Among non-Canadian born s*udents the
proportions were slightly higher, 50.6 per cent for mothers and 54.1 rer
cent for fathers,

The language groups included in this report (und “he studen:
groups within euach) showed a varying but high proportion of "Don't o
responses, Generally, the highest proportions of "Don't ‘ro:" resyeorns o
were found in grade five, with slightly lower ones in grade nine., for
example, in grade five, proportions in the 70 and 20 per cen! rungses tore
common; among students who had learned Polish (Group B) ©1.5 yer cont
reported they did not know their moihers! education znd #5.7 ver ¢
did not xnow their fathers' education. At the grade nine level *n- jro-

rortions were somewhat lowe: usually ranging around 20 “a 40 Ter et

7 hamsey, C. A., & Wright, E. d. Studente of non-Canndian sricin: 0
descriptive report of students in Toronto schools. Toront: Ine v wrn

of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 17, (#((), r

Lo
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CONCLUSION

This report was not an attempt to "pii" any one language srcup
against another. The difference in immigration patterns would render -hic
a fruitless exercise. Furthermore, only eight groups were selec‘ed and
described. Rather, the general aim was to see, if possible, wheiher
cultural differences produced distinct patterns of performance on a varie-y
of measures. Thus, in ‘erms of language background, eigh® culiures are
represented. If a culture showed a distinctive pattern of performance
this should be observable at various grade levels and for early as well
as late arrivals.

The only language group which came close to displaying a dis‘incive
pattern was the Chinese. The results generally showed that no clear
patterns were observable on the basis of language alone. However, on
the basis of language and c“udent type, some patterns were discernible.

The following tendencies can be faintly perceived; grade five
patterns and grade nine patterns seem to be different and grade seven
patterns are a mixture of the two. This seems most apparent among the
Mediterranean groups. However, three of the other language grours were
only represented by "born in Canada" students. Among the three Mediter-
ranean groups, the Greeks seemed most distinct. The general superioriiy
of all "born in Canada" students is most apparent in grade nine, especially
on the Picture Vocabulary Test.

The number of students in any one group is small and only the

greatest contrasts are significant. The few observations have, therefore,

been heavily qualified. The reader should spend some time studying the
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